[bookmark: _GoBack]I have always been one of the coolest kids in school.
I am proud of it — I honestly don’t know what I would do without my “cool” status.

But today… something strange happened.
This morning, I looked in the mirror and… I was no longer cool.
My hair was messy, my clothes were wrinkled, and my usual confident smile was gone.
I panicked. What will my friends say? Will they still think I’m cool?

Later, my son told me he was going to a party tonight.
He wanted to “look cool” to fit in.
But when I saw his outfit… oh no! The shirt was inside out, the pants were too short, and the shoes didn’t match at all.
He looked ridiculous.

I had to tell him the truth. I said,
“Buddy, I know you want to be cool, but this… this is not it.”
We laughed together as I helped him choose something better,
and by the end, he looked great — confident, not ridiculous.

That made me think: being cool isn’t about following the crowd.
Sometimes, to be truly part of the “cool” kids, you feel pressure to do things you don’t want.
But is it really worth it to pretend or risk being someone you’re not?
I decided that being confident in myself — even if I’m not perfect — is way cooler than doing everything just to fit in.

